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General Information 

We are an active church with friendly people who are jour-
neying with God through Jesus Christ.  Come join us!   
 
For more  information, please call us at 770-483-6222, 
email us at staff@conyerselc.org or visit our website 
www.conyerselc.org. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Bring your contribution with you to worship service on Sundays. 
 
 Mail in your contribution to Epiphany Lutheran Church, 2375 GA Hwy. 20 SE, Conyers, GA  
    30013. 
 
 Click on the DONATE tab on our web page at  www.conyerselc.org 
 
 Consider automatic giving. Contact the church office to find out  
     how to set this up. 
 
 Click on the QR code to give electronically. 

OFFICE HOURS:   Please note that the church office hours will be 10:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, until further notice (except for adjust-
ments due to unforeseen circumstances). 

 

*Sunday Morning Activities* 
 

Sunday Adult Forum - 9:00 a.m. 
 

Coffee Hour - 9:00 a.m.  
 

Breakfast 2nd Sundays monthly @ 8:30 a.m. 
 

Worship Service - 10:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service and special services  
are  also streamed  

live via Facebook and the Epiphany 
YouTube pages 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEADLINE! 

 

Sunday, May 24 is the deadline for  
information to be submitted for the June 

newsletter. You can email your news to the 
church office at staff@conyerselc.org.  

Thank You!  

about:blank
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From Pastor David 

As we get ready this month to vote in the Georgia primaries, I want to offer a few words about 
what it means to be faithful when it comes to politics. 
 
Often people think that there is a separation between matters of faith and spirituality and matters 
of politics and public policy.  But if faith means a whole-hearted commitment to God, then it will 
affect our political and social outlook along with our personal outlook. 
 
On a recent 60 Minutes interview, Cardinal Czerny put it this way: “Life is political. It is not  
either political or non-political. It is political because life is political. Political is how we live  
together and how we face our problems together. We can’t be non-political. We don’t have to be 
partisan, but let’s not get confused between partisan and political means taking responsibility for 
our world and for its problems, especially as they affect those who are weakest. That is politics. 
Everybody is responsible for that. 
 
“You don’t want to say this one party represents the church. Some will express this by being  
Republican, some by Democrat, and some independent or other options. The church’s position is 
we need to be responsible and act responsibly.” 
 
Consider what Scripture tells us. 
 
When the Mosaic Law proclaims, “You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:21), it is being political. 
 
When Amos declares, “Let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream” (Amos 5:24), he is being political. 
 
When Micah declares, “He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8), he is 
being political. 
 
And when Jesus tells us to feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 
clothe the naked, visit those in sick or in prison, because “just as you did it to the least of these 
brothers or sisters of mine, you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40), he is being political. 
 
The church is called to be political because matters of justice are matters of morality.  Welcom-
ing the immigrant is a matter of morality.  Overcoming systemic racism is a matter of morality.  
Promoting the rights of the LGBTQ community is a matter of morality.  Doing all we can to 
overcome gun violence in this country is a matter of morality.  Making certain that health care is 
provided for all is a matter of morality.  And working for peace are certainly matters of morality. 
 
And may we never remain silent or complacent as a church or as a people. 
 
           In Christ, 
           Pastor David 
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Congregation News & Activities 
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Women’s Bible Study meets on the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each 
month at 9:30 a.m. in 
the  Library.  Come 
join us as we contin-
ue our study on the 
parables of Jesus.  

MEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY 

 
Thursday Mornings 

8:00 to 9:00 a.m.  
Fellowship Hall 

 

Pastor David leads a discussion on the  
upcoming Sunday’s lessons. 

Congregation News & Activities 

Calling on all craft people. The Altar Guild would 

love to have more banners to put up. We have three  

locations to hang them up. In the sanctuary, narthex 

and in the hallway to the fellowship hall. The banner 

needs to be 44 inches wide and can be 60 to 80 inches 

long. We would love to have groups make them or any 

individual.  There is no time frame for this and when you 

complete one just let Margaret Hill or Evelyn Brown 

know and we will put them up. You make them for any special season or to be 

displayed during the year. Looking forward to seeing what you come up with.  

 

This is the time of year when we start planning our summer fellowship 
events. We will have our annual Memorial Day potluck celebrating our 
veterans and first responders on May 24th following the worship service. 
Look for announcements in the bulletin in the next few weeks.   
 
                                                                         ~ Fellowship Committee 

 

Sunday Coffee 

Hour 

We encourage you to 

drop in for a coffee 

and fellowship hour 

anytime from 9-9:45 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall each Sunday.  

Breakfast is Served Monthly! 
For the month of May, the men of 

Epiphany will serve breakfast to the 
women on Mother’s Day  

(Sunday, May 10 at 8:30 a.m.).   
If you would like to help,  

please contact Michael Thompson.  



6 

Congregation News & Activities 

Social Ministry's May project is gas gift cards for Project  
Renewal. You may buy gift cards in any amount or give money 
for us to purchase them. We need them by Sunday, May 3rd. 
Please see Sharon Skinner or Evelyn Brown or put it in an  
offering envelope and label Project Renewal. 

Did you know Kroger has a Community Rewards Program? 
  

This program makes fundraising easy by donating to local organizations based on 
the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Shopper’s Card to an organiza-
tion, all you have to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Card. Here’s how it works:  
 

1. Create a digital account.  A digital account is needed to participate in Kroger 
Community Rewards. If you already have a digital account, simply link your Shop-
per’s Card to our account code so that credit for all your transactions will apply toward Epiphany  
Lutheran Church. 
 

2. Link your Card to an organization.   
a. Sign in to your digital account at:  www.kroger.com/account/communityrewards/ 
b. Enter Epiphany’s Organization Number:  LR632 under “Find an Organization”. 
c. Click the “Enroll” button under Epiphany Lutheran Church 

 

3. Your organization earns. 
Any transactions moving forward using the Shopper’s Card number associated with your digital account 
will be applied to the program, at no added cost to you. Kroger donates annually to participating organi-
zations based on your percentage of spending as it relates to the total spending associated with all par-
ticipating Kroger Community Rewards organizations. 
 
Thanks for your participation! 
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Congregation News & Activities 

 

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB 
 

The Epiphany Women's Book Club will meet on Tuesday, May 19 at 7 p.m. in the 
Library.  Any woman in the church is invited to join us. For more information call 
Evelyn Brown at 404-825-4615 or e-mail evbrown56@gmail.com. The remaining 
book selections for 2026 are: 

 

May:  “The Book Club for Troublesome Women” by Marie Bostwick 
June:  “The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store” by James McBride 

July:  “The Stolen Life of Colette Marceau: A novel” by Kristin Hannah 
August:  “Dark Wild Shore” by Charlotte McConaghy  

September:  “Maybe We Should Talk to Somebody” by Lori Gottlieb 
October:  “Road Trip” by Mary Kay Andrews 

November:  “Comfort and Joy” by Kristin Hannah 

 

EveryStep Walking Fellowship Group  
 
Greetings from the Every-step Walking Fellowship group! Join us every 
Thursday at 9:30. April 9th we walked to Mathew 15: 30-31. “And great 
crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the blind, the crippled, 
the mute, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed 

them, so that the crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled healthy, the 
lame walking, and the blind seeing.” This scripture reminds us of Jesus healing power. We 
often wonder if healing miracles happen today. We know that many in healthcare currently 
have the desire and motivation to care for others and develop cures. Where does that desire 
come from? We know we cannot do anything without God. Pat Gibson in a previous meeting 
shared Dr. Marc Siegel book: The Miracles Among Us that presents stories demonstrating 
God’s miracles still happen. The book is a good read.  
 
Our health presentation was on the power of prayer for health and wellness. Did you know the 
Mayo Clinic and other scientists have conducted research on the effects of prayer? Prayers 
lower cortisol levels a marker of stress, decrease BP and heart rate, and improve the immune 
response. Prayer also decreases anxiety and depression by fostering a positive attitude and op-
timism. Nursing research indicates prayer with medication improves pain control compared to 
medication alone. Prayers can also lower alcohol consumption and are often part of recovery 
programs. A longitudinal study found those with chronic illnesses praying daily were 1.5 to 
1.7 times more likely to survive over a 6-year period. Studies indicate praying to God 12 
minutes a day, especially combined with meditation, incorporating deep breathing, muscle re-
laxation, visualization, and stillness improve cognition. Prayer connects the mind, body, and 
spirit. Parental words of wisdom when things happened back-in-the-day still applies, “Have 
you prayed about it?” Younger people today exclaim, “Stay Prayed Up!”  
 
Patty Finch Guthrie 

mailto:evbrown56@gmail.com
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Congregation News & Activities 

Snowball Mountain Challenge:  
VBS for All 
July 12 - 16 

 
Get ready to hit the slopes at this year’s inclusive  
Vacation Bible School, Snowball Mountain  
Challenge, running July 12-16 (Sunday - Thursday), 
5:30-8:00 p.m. at Epiphany Lutheran Church. This is 
our ninth year of offering a VBS designed especially 
for children, youth, and adults with special needs, 
along with their families and caregivers. 
 
Each evening will include: 
 

• Dinner together 

• Music and Bible story time 

• Crafts and games (including some “snowy” surprises!) 

• Visits from therapy dogs, first responders, and other special guests 

• Quiet spaces and flexible support for those who need a break 
 
Our theme this year invites us to “climb” together in faith, courage, and community, knowing that 
God is with us on every part of the journey. 
 
How you can help: 
 

• Volunteer: We need helpers for crafts, games, food service, water night, and one-on-one 
support. 

• Donate: We’re seeking: 

• Restaurant meal sponsorships 

• Gift cards (Kroger, Michael’s, Publix) 

• Craft supplies and simple games for all ages 

• Water night items (balloons, slip and slides, etc.) 
 
If you’d like to register, volunteer, or donate, please email Valerie Vinson at 
staff@conyerselc.org. 
 
Mark your calendars and pray with us as we prepare for another joyful year of VBS for all! 
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The Refuge Center’s annual Baby Bottle Campaign will begin on Sunday, May 10 
(Mothers’ Day) and end on Sunday, June 21 (Fathers’ Day).  If you would like to  
participate, pick up a bottle in the narthex beginning next Sunday and return the 
bottle on June 21.  All donations are greatly appreciated.   

Congregation News & Activities 
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Congregation News & Activities 
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Community News & Activities 
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Community News & Activities 

 

  

We need your support to improve mental health outcomes for all members of our community!   
 Your support can help to improve and save lives!  You can support NAMI Rockdale Newton 
1. Share info about our FREE monthly support groups held on the 1st & 3rd Monday 

2. Become a NAMI Rockdale Newton member 

3. Join the NAMI Rockdale Newton leadership team 

4. Become a volunteer to support us in our community outreach 

5. Become a NAMI GA group facilitator to support others in knowing they are not alone 

6. Become a NAMI GA instructor to train community members about mental health 
Join our NAMIWalks Team:  Steppin' Over Stigma! to plan for next year’s event. 

2nd 

https://namirockdalenewton.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2813ec782e59f60d662ec03&id=ce84256ca4&e=ebdd4adcb4
https://namirockdalenewton.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2813ec782e59f60d662ec03&id=778cb71e2e&e=ebdd4adcb4
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Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Altar Flowers 
If you would like to honor, or memorialize, a special person or occasion with 
“fresh” altar flowers, the cost is $30 per arrangement ($60 total - and sign on both 
posted calendars).  On weeks when no altar flowers have been requested, we will 
use seasonal arrangements.  If you only want one arrangement ($30), a separate  
table has been designated in the sanctuary for those special arrangements.   
 
The flower calendar is posted in its’ usual place in the narthex. Remember to  

include the cost in an envelope and mark it - Flowers.  Call the church office on 770-483-
6222 if you have any questions. 

Did we miss announcing your birthday,  
anniversary or special event?  If so, please 

email the church office at 
staff@conyerselc.org so that we may update 

our records. Thank you! 

1 Donna Lanford 

4 Erin Carey 

 DeAnna Duffy 

13 Jason Lange 

14 Vizma Lazdans 

 Arthur Schlueter III 

16 Kathy Norton 

 Samuel Armstrong-
Reiner 

21 Trena Shead 

 Nicole DeLamar 

23 Jeremy Ard 

25 Samantha Granville 

 Stephanie Hurley 

26 Jeff Hefner 

31 Timothy Carter 

 Noah Carter 

 Date   Years 

Don & Kathy Norton 30 57 
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Council Meeting Minutes - April 

Group convened in rooms 7-9 at 11:30 am. In attendance: Pastor David Armstrong-Reiner, Vice-President 
Anita Smith, Secretary Riki DeLamar, Lane Carlisle, Deidre London, Tim Lohr, Julia Mumford, Michael 
Thompson, and guests Don Harris and Gillie.  The Group enjoyed a meal and had sharing time.  
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 12:00 PM by Anita Smith.   
  
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  The Minutes from the previous meeting were distributed via email and re-
viewed independently. Deidre summarized them for those who hadn’t had a chance to review them. No 
corrections or changes requested.  Motion made to accept as presented by Julia Mumford. Seconded by Mi-
chael Thompson. Motion carried. 
 
Agenda:  The agenda for today’s meeting was presented and reviewed. Motion was made to accept the 
agenda as presented with the addition of HVAC as item number 4 under old business by Anita Smith. Mo-
tion was seconded by Riki DeLamar. Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
     1.   FINANCIAL SECRETARY Sharon Skinner 
     2.   TREASURER   Tracy Parker  
   
Total Operating income for March was $36,526.72 with $3,007.50 in designated funds.  Total expenses 
were $32,608.15. 
 
We were reminded that though we were in the black for March 2026, January and February both had a defi-
cit. Tracy has been doing the reporting on-line from Wisconsin. Anita has been processing the payroll from 
her house. This seems to be working well. Anita needs to be added as a signatory on the Operations Bank-
ing account now that Tracy will only be here occasionally. Motion made to accept the financial reports by 
Lane Carlisle. Seconded by Deidre London. Motion carried. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORT: 
No written report. 
Pastor will be presenting a paper at a conference in Denver later in the year on his book of Revelation  
series of paintings.  Vicar James’ ordination will be on Saturday, May 2 at All Saints Lutheran Church in 
Lilburn.  Michael asked about the time capsule (we still need to decide where it is going and do an installa-
tion).  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Synod delegates – Synod assembly is May 28-30 in Columbus. Pastor Mary will be our female dele-
gate, but we still need a male delegate to represent the congregation. 

 
2. Music Director Search – Julia has re-distributed the information about looking for a new organist. She 
sent the flyer to 10 colleges with music programs last week as well as the Organ Guild and the Synod. 

 
3. Endowment Disbursements - Disbursements recommended by the Endowment Committee were  
approved, but the transfer of the funds will not happen until we are actually ready to spend the money (or 
send the donation).  

 
4. HVAC – We had 3 quotes for a new HVAC system – from Henderson, Colonial, and Reliance. We 
have received designated funds of $2438.31 and have an amount from the Endowment Committee has 
been earmarked for this project. We selected the quote that was in the middle in relation to cost ($9807 
from Reliance). The system they will be installing is from Carrier, which is a very reputable manufactur-
er. We will use the designated funds first, and if necessary, plan to cover the remaining amount out of the 
Endowment Disbursement. We anticipate this will leave us some remaining funds to be used for other 
matters. 
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Council Meeting Minutes - April 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Treasurer Position – Today was Tracy’s last day. She has indicated she is willing to fulfil the position  
remotely. She will be back a couple times a year in person as she still has family in the area.  We are going 
to continue with this for now. 
 
REPORTS: 
PRESIDENT – No written report.   
VICE PRESIDENT – No written report.  
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. Discipleship (Abby Harper) – No written report. 
 
2. Outreach (Tim Lohr, Diedre London, Anita Smith) – See written report. Hunger Walk raised 
$2701.00. Elks Aidemore Easter Egg project raised $1156.00 for 24 baskets – enough that each girl had 
one. Even though we had more girls this year! Meals on Wheels has added another stop! Youth Group is 
having their first cooking class today. Next session will be 5/3/26. Deidre is having conversations about 
adding Bible Study/Sunday School with Bob Ard. Room 10 is being set up for the teens. They are look-
ing for donations of appliances and furniture. If we can get more participation, Deidre would like to add a 
young adult group also. The men of Epiphany will be hosting breakfast on Mother’s Day in honor of all 
of our Women! 
 
3. Nurture (Riki DeLamar)– No written report. I apologize that I did not have a written report. Was not 
aware I had Nurture again.  Everyone in charge of the various Nurture Programs. I will be reaching out to 
you next month for reports about a week before the meeting (Furman, Pastor, Evelyn, Terri, Denise,  
Julie). Meal delivery to Doris Webb has been completed. Thank you to all who assisted with that! The 
Devotion Series for Lent went a little longer than anticipated, but we took it all the way through Easter. 
THANK YOU to all who participated!! We have so many talented people in our congregation! If you 
have favorite passages or verses, or thoughts, send them to me and I will save them – we will be doing 
this again! 
 
4. Administration (Peggy Lawrence, Greg Holcomb, and Julia Mumford.) – No written report.  Julia has 
set up a service to process electronic giving called Zeffy. Vanco has been our processor for many years, 
but they charge a percentage off of every offering. Zeffy doesn’t charge anything. They rely on goodwill 
by the user to be willing to voluntarily add a small amount for administrative costs. Discussed possibly 
moving to Stripe for the rental income processing for the same reason. Our website hasn’t had any over-
hauls or significant changes since Greg Potratz did it several years ago. Probably nearing a decade. It 
needs addressing. Julia will reach out to Terri Lange who has been doing this since he left (as well as Fa-
cebook). We have several ‘electronic housekeeping’ items that need attention. Policies need updating, 
The Constitution and Bylaws need reviewing. Child Protection Policies need to be updated and training 
renewed. Discussion about building access and keys. Is there a master list of who has keys? Pastor ad-
vised to start with Valerie. Tim asked if anyone knew the resolution on the Lennar Sign situation. The 
signage issue/payment issue needs to be followed up on. Pastor advised he would do this.  
 
5. Worship (Lane Carlisle) – No written report.   

             
The May Council Meeting will be held as a Zoom meeting due to multiple conflicts. Tuesday the 19th at  
7 pm. Mark your calendars! 
 
Julia Mumford made a Motion to adjourn and was carried. Session closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rikita S DeLamar 
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